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About Kids Voting Shakopee 
 
Mission 
Kids Voting Shakopee is a community based, nonpartisan organization working to prepare Shakopee’s 
students to be educated, engaged voters. Part of a national network of local affiliates, Kids Voting combines 
civic learning in the classroom, family dialogue and an authentic voting experience to prepare the next 
generation of voters. Through the Kids Voting program, students learn more about the concepts of civic 
responsibility, democracy and the importance of an informed vote. On Election Day, students go to the polls 
with their families and cast a special ballot on the same candidates and issues as adults. While their votes 
don’t impact the official election outcome, students learn that they have the power to shape the future by their 
political engagement and civic involvement. 
 
Impact 
Kids Voting Shakopee recognizes that the future of our community and the country lies in the hands of the 
next generation of voters. Kids Voting activities bring a new and growing awareness of current issues and 
events to both students and their families. Communities with Kids Voting programs experience a 3-5% 
increase in adult voter turnout. Nationwide, the program operates in more than 500 communities in 28 states 
and reaches 10,300 schools. 
 
For more information visit: www.kidsvotingshakopee.org 
 

Thank Yous 
 
Kids Voting Shakopee appreciates the generosity of the many donors and volunteers who make this program 
possible:  

 We salute the teachers in the Shakopee Public Schools and the Shakopee Area Catholic School for their 
support of the program. Through their efforts as teachers of the program, the community receives a 
valuable gift – a new generation of educated, informed voters.  

 Thank you to the students in Charlotte Leonard’s 5th grade class at Red Oak Elementary for developing 
the candidate questions used in this guide and to Lorri Helkamp for designing the guide.  

 We acknowledge with deep appreciation the following businesses and organizations for their continuing 
financial support of the program:  
 Canterbury Park 
 M & I Bank, Shakopee 
 Minnesota School of Business/Globe College 
 Shakopee Rotary Club 
 Shakopee Lions Club 

 We appreciate the following businesses and organizations for providing volunteers to staff one of the Kids 
Voting polling places on Election Day: 
 Boy Scout Troop #619 
 Canterbury Park 
 Coldwell Banker Burnet Scott County 
 Downtown Partnership 
 Minnesota School of Business / Globe College 
 Shakopee Area Catholic Schools - PIP 
 Shakopee Chamber of Commerce 
 Shakopee Community Education Advisory Council 
 Shakopee Lions Club 
 Shakopee Rotary 
 Shakopee Valley News 
 Valleyfair 

 
Special thanks to the Minnesota School of Business/Globe College for their in-kind donation of printing costs 
for this voter’s guide. The guide is distributed to all students in grades 3-9 in Shakopee Schools and SACS.  
 

 

http://www.kidsvotingshakopee.org/


Kids Voting Shakopee 2009 Polling Locations 

Shakopee P-1 Valley View Baptist Church 1980 10th Ave. W.  

Shakopee P-2 Shakopee Library 235 Lewis St. S. 

Shakopee P-3 Central Family Center 132 5th Ave. E. (enter north door) 

Shakopee P-4 Fire Station # 51 2700 Vierling Dr. E. 

Shakopee P-5 Sweeney Elementary 1001 Adams St. (enter east door) 

Shakopee P-6 Shakopee Community Center 1255 Fuller St. S. 

Shakopee P-7 Faith Lutheran Church 150 130th St. W. (Co Rd 78 & 79) 

Shakopee P-8 Calvary Methodist Church 2488 Vierling Dr. E. 

Shakopee P-9 Cross of Peace Church 1506 Wood Duck Trail E. 

Shakopee P-10 Red Oak Elementary 7700 Old Carriage Court 

Shakopee P-11 SACS School 17th Ave. E. (enter door No. N15) 

Shakopee P-12 Presbyterian Church 909 Marschall Rd. 

Jackson, Louisville & 
Sand Creek Twp. 

Jackson Town Hall 1091 130th St W (Co Rd 15 & 78) 

Savage P-5 Public Works (East) Garage  13770 Dakota Ave., Savage 

Savage P-7 Bridgewood Church 6201 W 135th St, Savage 

Prior Lake P-5 Prior Lake Fire Station # 2 3906 Station Place NW, Prior Lake 

Prior Lake P-7 Shepherd of the Lake Church 3611 N Berens Rd NW, Prior Lake 

 
Kids Voting Election Day Procedures 
 

1.  Parents or another adult must accompany children in grades 3-6 while they vote. Students in 
grades 6-9 may vote on their own. 

2. Please conduct yourself in a in a quiet and orderly manner. You may have to wait in line for your 
turn to vote.   

3. The first judge will ask you to sign your name, school and grade on the Kids Voting Register. If 
you remember to bring your voter registration card, you may show it to this first judge. 

4. The second judge will mark your school and grade on your Kids Voting Ballot and show you 
where to vote on the front and back sides.  

5. Proceed to the cardboard voting booths to cast your ballot. You may vote for as many races as 
you are comfortable. You may ask for help from your parents or one of the Kids Voting judges. 

6. After you have voted, place your ballot in the ballot box. Do not fold your ballot. A judge will 
give you an “I voted” sticker. Congratulations! You have just exercised one of our most valued 
rights – the right to vote! 

7. When you accompany your parent to the adult voting section, please remember to conduct 
yourself in a quiet and orderly manner. 

 

The Shakopee Chamber Candidate Debates will be replayed on the Government 
Access Cable Channel 16, as well as the City's website (www.ci.shakopee.mn.us, click 
on the Video on Demand icon).  For additional information check out 
www.shakopeenews.com 

 



 

 

 

Anthony J Bonsante 

 
Contact No:  952-445-8973        Age:  38  
Email:  anthonythebullet@comcast.net 
Family:  Engaged, daughter Brittany 16, son Derek 12 
Education:  AAS, coursework in Elem Ed 
Work Experience:  Logistics Supervisor for Kmart DC, Retired Pro Boxer 
 
 

 

Why do you want to be on the school board? I want to be a part of a district that has 
improving test scores and have a bigger role in our kid's futures. I want to see our children excell in the 
graduation standards that our state has deemed necessary. I want to be a voice of comman sense and 
responsibility for our students of district 720. 

How would you keep class size down in our growing school district? Our operating 
levy is a big part of that.  With annual state budget cuts to education, it is very hard to maintain lower class 
size. I think the idea of voluteers to assist our teachers with the subjects would be very helpful. 

What would you do to make our schools more environmentally friendly? Make 
sure we have a recycling program in use at every school.  Try to get with construction companies to use 
environmentally friendly resources to build our schools and playgrounds as well as athletic fields.   

 

 

Mary Romansky 
 

Contact No:  952-445-9370        Age:  53  
Email:  snoopy1673@yahoo.com 
Family:  Son, Chris (26) and daughter, Kate (21) 
Education:  BA  (Spanish & Portuguese) from the University of Minnesota      
Russian language graduate- Defense Language Institute 
Work Experience:  Served in US Army, worked as a Portuguese linguist for Department of 
Defense 

Why do you want to be on the school board? I enjoy watching students succeed and I like 
playing a part in their education.  Since I no longer have my own children attending Shakopee schools, I feel 
like every student is my student. 

How would you keep class size down in our growing school district?    We monitor 
class sizes among all the elementaries in the district and make small adjustments in boundaries to keep them 
more balanced.  Next year we will have a Facilities Task Force set up to study what type of schools are 
needed and when we need to build them. 

What would you do to make our schools more environmentally friendly?  I think 
that we need to do  a lot of little things, to make a big difference.  Things like changing to more efficient light 
bulbs, composting food waste, turning lights off, and recycling paper.  We are also looking into alternative 
energy and going green, with the new elementary that opens in 2011. 

 

School Board Candidates 
4 Year Term  (Vote for up to 4) 



 

 

 

Reggie Bowerman 
Contact No:  952-445-4756        Age:   44 
Email:  rlssb@comcast.net 
Family:  Wife:  Lesa, a former 5th grade teacher.  Two children who've grown up here in 
Shakopee.  Shannon is a junior at the High School, and  Sean is a freshman at the Junior High.  
They have previously attended Pearson, Red Oak, Sun Path and the Middle School. 
Education:  Graduated high school in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Attended Graceland University in Iowa, 
Bachelors degree (BA) Political Science, History, and Business.  Then attended Rockhurst 
University, Missouri and earned my Masters of Business Administration (MBA).   Later on, I 

went back to law school and earned my Juris Doctorate (JD) from Hamline University, St Paul. 
Work Experience:  I have spent my entire career working in the pharmaceutical industry, 23+ years.  I've 
been fortunate to work in an industry that helps to discover, develop and bring new medicines to market that 
can help treat all sorts of diseases.  But my very first job was perhaps my favorite: in junior and senior high, I 
worked in a hobby shop that sold models, rockets, trains and remote control airplanes. 

Why do you want to be on the school board? I believe that a good education serves as the 
foundation for a successful life.  In addition to my children attending Shakopee Schools which gives me a 
vested interest, I also believe that good schools are important to the vitality, attractiveness and reputation of 
the community it serves.  By serving on the School Board, I can do my part in helping Shakopee Schools 
maintain its strong performance. 

How would you keep class size down in our growing school district?  Maximizing 
teacher-student interaction is very important to a successful education.  So in order to keep class sizes 
manageable, the School Board must set goals and make decisions that wisely spends funds and allocates 
resources to areas that most directly impact student education.  That means prioritizing good teachers and 
classroom activities when tough choices must be made.   

What would you do to make our schools more environmentally friendly? We can 
all help our environment and sometimes save money at the same time.  For example, we should have 
different trash cans in our rooms and buildings to separate recyclable items like paper, plastic and cans.  As 
we prepare to build our next elementary school, we should try to use energy saving materials in our heating 
and cooling equipment, insulation, lighting, and even windows.  Having motion sensor lighting is a great 
inexpensive example. 
 

Jeff Lebens 
 
Contact No:  952-403-0031        Age:   38 
Email:  jt4pack@yahoo.com 
Family:  wife Tammy, Samantha 17,  Jacob 16, Drew 13, Makenzie 9 
Education:  13 yrs 
Work Experience:  Maintenance engineer 
 

Why do you want to be on the school board?  Help students academically. 

 

How would you keep class size down in our growing school district?  Have to look 
at the financial report, and see if we can hire more teachers. 
 

What would you do to make our schools more environmentally friendly?   
Use motion light switches and ems to run lights and school systems. 

School Board Candidates 
4 Year Term  (Vote for up to 4) 



 

 

 

Steve Schneider 
 
Contact No:  952-445-2649        Age:   53 
Email:  sschneid@shakopee.k12.mn.us 
Family:  Married, 1 daughter 
Education:  B.S Accounting – University of Minnesota; MBA – University of St. Thomas 
Work Experience:  31 years with Country Financial as an Application Development Specialist 
 

Why do you want to be on the school board?  I am running for re-election because we need 
to continue to have strong leadership on the board.  In the next few years some tough decisions regarding 
possible grade re-configuration will need to be addressed as the Board is once again faced with the middle 
school and junior high each reaching building capacity. I believe my fifteen years of experience is beneficial 
to this process in helping shape district policy for the next five to ten years. 

How would you keep class size down in our growing school district?  The board 
has always considered keeping class size low a top priority in setting its annual budget.  I have fully 
supported this position. Unfortunately, with the state not offering any additional revenue, to just maintain class 
sizes at their existing level will be a challenge.  If more funds were available I would like to see class sizes 
reduced further as I believe this is key to improving test scores and the over-all educational experience of 
students. 

What would you do to make our schools more environmentally friendly?  I fully 
support re-cycling which is occurring in the various buildings as long as the net result of the effort is expense 
neutral.  It doesn't make sense to use re-cycling alternatives which are not cost effective.  When building new 
facilities, I would support the approach of once again weighing the cost efficiency of the environmentally 
friendly option to its comparable before recommending the environmentally friendly alternative as the district's 
choice. 
 

Carla Shutrop 
 
Contact No:  952-445-1373       Age:   22 
Email:  carla.shutrop@gmail.com 
Family:  Single  
Education:  Graduate of Shakopee High School, B.A. Political Science, Business Management 
Minor Gustavus Adolphus College   
Work Experience:  Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Service Representative     

Why do you want to be on the school board? Education has always been an important part 
of my life and a good education is the key to success.  I will bring a new perspective to the board having 
graduated only a few years ago.  I can relate to the students and have an understanding of their perspective.  
I received a great education from Shakopee and want to work  maintain and improve that integrity. 

How would you keep class size down in our growing school district?  Based on 
evaluations we may need to  hire additional staff as our enrollment increases.  Expanding and building new 
facilities if it's more classroom space that we need.     

What would you do to make our schools more environmentally friendly?  When 
making improvements to existing buildings choosing the options that are going to make the building more 
“green” and use less energy.  This will also in the long run cut costs.  When constructing new buildings, use 
the same thought process so they are more environmentally friendly as well as money saving in the long run.  
Keep up to date with technology and this has the opportunity to cut down on the amount of paper use. 

 

School Board Candidates 
4 Year Term  (Vote for up to 4) 



 

 

Chuck Berg 
 
Contact No: 952-217-9167         Age:   50 
Email:  chuck@chuckberg.com 
Family:  Shannon - wife  Daughters  Holly (20) and Kirstie (17) 
Education:  Embrey-Riddle Aeronautical University 
Work Experience:  Owner, Riverside computers 
 

Why do you want to be on the school board?  I've enjoyed my first term and would like to 
continue to serve the students and other community members of Shakopee. I've chosen a two-year term due 
to some volunteer commitments I have. 

How would you keep class size down in our growing school district?  Continue to 
monitor student population and provide adequate building and staff. This does require continued financial 
support from our community. 

What would you do to make our schools more environmentally friendly?  We've 
done a lot here; recylcing, more efficient lighting, monitoring heating and cooling. One area where students 
could help would be by using solar powered calculators. That would keep thousands of batteries out of 
landfills. 

 

 

 

 

Matt Lehman 
 

Contact No: 952-496-2069        Age:   44   
Website address:   re-elect-lehman.com  Email:  Mattlehmansr@comcast.net 
Family:  Wife Rena, sons Dan, and Matt jr (Butch) 
Education:      Hennepin Technical College 
Work Experience:  25 years in the Automotive business in all aspects including 
management/ownership. 8 years council experience   

 

Why do you want to be Mayor?  A strong democracy requires leadership supportive of the 
countries foundation and representative of the people in an open and honest format. 

 

Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 

keep them the same?  We need to prioritize services and stop charging the taxpayers rent on 
buildings they already own. The city has a vast amount of reserve tax dollars, if we can't help our citizens 
now, when ever could we? 
 

What would you do to improve public safety in our community?  Prioritize services, 
currently we are short staffed in police and have a hard time recruiting fire personal because our priorities are 
not in order.  Encourage neighborhood watch programs and school resource officers which connect our 
neighborhood and school's populations with law enforcement creating safer communities. Expanding on this 
concept is both free of cost and effective. 

 

Mayor Candidates 
2 Year Term (Vote for 1) 

School Board Special Election 
2 Year Term (Vote for 1) 

 



 
 

 

Rachel Romansky 

Contact No:   952- 426-9756           Age:   25 
Website:  www.Romansky2009.org   Email:  Rachel@Romansky2009.org 
Family:  I am married to Chris, my husband, and we have two dogs and some fish. 
Education:  Hennepin Technical College; University of Minnesota; College of St. Catherine 
Work Experience:  My first job ever was at Dairy Queen. I also worked for Hennepin County in 
the Human Services and Public Health Department, and currently work with computers at 

HealthPartners in Bloomington. 

Why do you want to be Mayor?  I think the city needs someone who is willing to make changes 
so that we can recover from our current problems and plan for our future. I believe that I can be that person. 
Also, I think that newer residents of Shakopee don’t have their needs represented on the current city council. 
I believe that I can be that voice. 
 

Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 
keep them the same?  I would ask all areas of the city to review their expenses and find ways to 
reduce costs. If every area of the city reduces costs a little bit, we’ll save a lot of money overall. If the city can 
save money, we can keep taxes the same or lower them. That’s not enough, though - we should encourage 
businesses to come to Shakopee so that people who lost their jobs can find new ones. 
 

What would you do to improve public safety in our community?  I will support our 
police and fire departments. I also support volunteer crossing guards when kids are walking or biking to 
school. We should teach kids and their guardians how to use bicycle helmets correctly. For your younger 
brothers and sisters, we should teach guardians how to correctly install car seats.  In neighborhoods where 
there are lots of kids, we should place “Slow - Children at Play” signs near the road. 
 

CJ Walor 

Contact No:   952-496-3407       Age:   46 
Website address:   www.WalorFor Mayor.com Email:  cwalor@gmail.com 
Family:  Wife & 2 Children (M & F) 
Education:  1985-Miami U. of Ohio ; Advanced Chemical Engineering Degree    
Work Experience:  20+ years as a sales & marketing executive in the High Tech Industry.  
Currently, work as an independent consultant to High Tech companies; specializing with start-up 

organizations. 

Why do you want to be Mayor?  I want to help make Shakopee a safer city with great schools, 
better community centers, and parks for our families to enjoy.  When the economy is tough, we need to run 
the city budget wisely.  I will help your parents by not supporting ANY property tax increases, and I’m 
committed to reducing them by a minimum of 5% each year. 
 

Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 

keep them the same?  I will help grow Shakopee smartly and stop spending more money.  Growth 
allows the city to buy more at a better price.  With these savings, the city can either lower property taxes or 
increase city services. This year, Shakopee increased spending 5.4% and spent their growth savings.  I 
support tax cuts that provide more money back to your parents. 
 

What would you do to improve public safety in our community?  I want the people of 
Shakopee to feel safe and secure. The one area of our budget I’m not interested in cutting is public safety.  
Shakopee has more crime than the Scott County average.  I intend to fix this by bringing together the 
educational, police, and city leaders in order to build a common plan.  As a team, we can win and help keep 
your family safe. 

 

Mayor Candidates 
2 Year Term (Vote for 1) 

mailto:Rachel@Romansky2009.org


 

 

 

 

John Schmitt 

Contact No:  952-445-4296        Age:   71 
Email:  john4mayor@att.net 
Family:  Wife:  LeVaun    Children:  Karen, Laurie, Michael, Patrick 
Education:  Bachelor's Degree in Finance and Administration, University of St. Thomas 
Work Experience:  40+ years in Finance and Administration including 23 years with Control 
Data/Seagate 

 

Why do you want to be Mayor?      I believe that Shakopee has grown and matured in many ways 
during the six years I have been in office.  The addition of new jobs, parks and playgrounds, and a regular 
program of street maintenance are some of the ways we are better.  I believe that my experience in business 
and government has helped to improve the way we deliver services to our residents.  I also believe that I 
have the experience and knowledge to lead Shakopee out of this current recession and on to a promising 
future. 

 
Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 

keep them the same?   As the mayor, I have worked with the city council to 1) make major spending 
cuts in 2009; 2) reduce and freeze spending, eliminate 4.5 jobs, and are negotiating to limit salaries in order 
to reduce cost for 2010 to the same level as 2009; and 3) started a 2011 budget in order to minimize its 
impact on taxes.  Our strategy for 2010 is to limit residential taxes to the level paid in 2009 and our goal for 
2011 is the same. 

 
What would you do to improve public safety in our community?  Our public safety 
budget is 65% of our total tax levy.  This includes police, fire, and building inspection.  I believe that we must 
continue to invest in technology, training, equipment, and most important, manpower.  We have invested in a 
public safety training center that greatly improves training and development.  We continue to plan, evaluate 
conditions and set goals so we can anticipate the changes in our commumnity.  Our priorities must continue 
to include safety in our homes, neighborhoods, schools, parks, traffic and our entertainment spaces.  This 
means continuing to work issues such as drugs, gangs, speeding, shop-lifting and similar issues 
 
   
 
 
 

 

 

 

Find your polling location by going to 

http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Mayor Candidates 
2 Year Term (Vote for 1) 



 

 
 

Ornela Beslagic-Sivula 
 
Contact No:  952-221-1751      Age:   39 
Email:  ornelabs@hotmail.com 
Family:  Husband Derek and daughter Ena 
Education:  Masters in Math and Biology    
Work Experience:  General Manager at Chili’s in Plymouth for 13 years 
 

Why do you want to be on the City Council?  I would like to get more involved in the 
community. I have valuable life and business experience to be a great asset to the city. As a mom I would like 
to be a great role model for my only daughter and show her that you can be a successful woman in business 
and in the community. 
 

Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 

keep them the same?  The city should do everything it can to help residents during these hard times. 
I think the city should do a full scale audit and see if it can save money on programs that are not necessary to 
avoid raising taxes. Also, some regions received extra income by raising sales taxes that were not drastic, 
but they helped lower property taxes/keep them the same. This would be a huge project that would take 
some time but it would be worth it. 
 

What would you do to improve public safety in our community?  I think that City of 
Shakopee should increase our Police force. Talking to many of my neighbors we feel that we don’t see many 
patrols in the new areas of the city and that is probably because there is not enough force to do it. Also, I 
would like to see more programs for teenagers, sometimes they are turning to bad behavior because they 
have nothing to do. 
 

Steve Clay 
Contact No:   952-445-6214      Age:   55       
Website address:   clayforcouncil.net   Email:  clayforcouncil@gmail.com 
Family:  Wife, Jane and three sons; John  is an electrician currently helping to build the new 
Twins baseball stadium & a member of the Shakopee Fire Department; Matthew,  is a graduate 
student studying to be a school psychologist, & Nathan is a Senior at the high school. 
Education:  Graduate of Shakopee High School 1972, Concordia College - Moorhead, MN 1976 
Work Experience:  After graduation, I worked for Clay’s Printing Service; a family owned printing 

company located in downtown Shakopee for ten years, where I learned the challenges of running a small 
business. After that, I started working in the field of real estate, first in residential sales and later in the real 
estate appraisal/valuation field. 
 

Why do you want to be on the City Council?  I am currently on the council and actually, this 
is the second time. I was also on the council about twenty years ago. I am running for re-election because I 
enjoy public service and being able to give back to my community. I also get to learn new things and work 
with some really great people. 
 

Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 
keep them the same?  The best way to lower taxes or keep them the same is to look for things that 
will save money year after year and not just for one time or one year. For instance, we are using a new 
system that can re-line the inside of a sewer pipe without needing to dig it out of the ground, which saves 
money for many years. 
 

What would you do to improve public safety in our community?  Making sure we 
have well trained and equipped police and fire departments is important for our safety. Something else that is 
important is having good city parks and recreation activities so that we all have a safe place to go to play and 
safe things to do to have fun. 

City Council Candidates 
4 Year Term  (Vote for up to 2) 



 

 
 

Terry Joos 
Contact No:  952-445-2011        Age:   54 
Email:  terryjoos@hotmail.com 
Family:  Dee wife of 30 years, grown sons Aaron and Justin 
Education:  Burnsville High School Grad 
Work Experience:  Minnesota Supply Company, International Harvester Company, United States 
Coast Guard 
 

Why do you want to be on the City Council?  As a current councilor, I have several projects I 
would like to see completed, several parks need to have equipment installed. I would like to ensure that we 
have policies that provide for updating aging infrastructure. Make sure the city keeps its financial standing. 
Transportation is a key issue for our city, Highway 169 and 494 intersection, County Rd 101 in downtown. 
Mass transit for our local commuters. Also creating incentives for business to create more local jobs. 
 

Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 
keep them the same?  I think that we need to keep the dollars raised at the same level. As we know 
housing prices have fallen which means the city collects less. The rate should be adjusted to maintain service 
at current levels. The city will need to work very hard. We need to be sure we can continue to borrow money 
at favorable interest rates. 
 

What would you do to improve public safety in our community?  Its back to basics, 
maintaining current employee levels, taking advantage of technical innovations (cameras, computers). We 
need to ensure that we have adequate park and recreation programs to assist with keeping young people 
busy. Continue to make sure our officers and firefighters stay up to date on their training. Ensure we 
continually monitor calls for service and readjust personnel as needed. 
 

Michael Luce 
Contact No:  612-578-5063        Age:     53  
Family:  Divorced  2 children  6 grandchildren 
Education:  graduated  Shakopee Senior High 
Work Experience:  I worked 4 years at an assembly plant.  I have worked a maintenance man for 
a number of landlords in the area.  I installed appliances for approx. 25 years.  I worked for the 
city of Shakopee as a weed and tree inspector for 1 summer in the 70s. 
 

Why do you want to be on the City Council?  I believe that I can do a better job than what is 
now being done. I believe that the council needs to be more fiscally responsible.  I believe that when more 
than one person  tells you that on more than one occasion they have seen city employees in city vehicles 
wasting time and on one occasion someone sleeping in a city vehicle.  I have spoken with two present 
council members about this.  
 

Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 
keep them the same?  My previous answer speaks a lot about what I would do.  Cities have a 
practice of near the end of a budget cycle whatever is left in a deptartment's budget, they spend on 
something that the departments actually do not need.  But if the department is responsible and does not 
spend the funds, in their next budget, the department will lose that same amount of funds. This practice 
needs to be stopped.  
 

What would you do to improve public safety in our community?  I believe for the 
most part the city is a safe place to live. We can always do a better job. On another questionnaire there was a 
question about a problem with the large number of police calls to some apartment buildings. It may be time 
for the city to look into an ordinance that would limit the number of calls any one residence would be allowed 
in one year. 
 

City Council Candidates 
4 Year Term  (Vote for up to 2) 



 

 
 

Shawn Marshaw  
Contact No:  952-887-0000         Age:     36  
Email:  shawnmarshaw@msn.com 
Family:  Wife Mara, Daughter Bethany (attends Shakopee High school) 
Education:  Law Enforcement Associate Degree 
Work Experience:  I am currently employed at GE Capital Fleet Services.  I started at GE in 1998 
and have worked my way up to the Fleet Management Department where I manage all aspects 
of company cars from the purchasing, licensing, maintenance and all the way to selling the 

company vehicles. I was also a Reserve Police Officer in Bloomington from 1998 to 2007.  
 

Why do you want to be on the City Council?  I moved to Shakopee 9 years ago because it is 
a great place to live. I believe we have a great future ahead of us and I want to be part of that future. I want to 
make sure Shakopee is a place where you will want to live and can afford to live after college. I also want to 
lower taxes by cutting excessive expenses out of the budget 
 

Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 
keep them the same?  We spend a lot of money in parks and recreation, for example $21K just to 
water flowers downtown alone. We should also discuss the user fees for activity areas such as the skate-park 
and indoor gym. It is important to offer children an indoor place to play and get exercise especially during the 
winter. Eliminating the $5 per day to play basketball in the gym is another reasonable way to reduce taxes 
and increase utilization.  
 

What would you do to improve public safety in our community?  I want to make sure 
the roads and parks are safe. To do this I think we need to find ways to minimize traffic on 1st Ave so we can 
make it easier to cross over to Huber Park. We need to analyze other busy intersections to reduce traffic 
where possible. We also need to make sure the police department has the proper funding and the proper 
staff. 
 

Pamela Punt  
Contact No:  952-496-1065        Age:     37  
Website address:  www.pamelapunt.org   Email:  pamela@pamelapunt.org 
Family:  Mike, Kids: Kyle age 12, Brynn age 4 
Education:  MBA in Human Resources, University of St Thomas, St Paul, MN 
BA in English and Theatre Arts, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 
Work Experience:  Founder/Chief Creative Officer, Janeycakes, LLC; Director at Best Buy Co., 
Inc., Manager at Target Corporation. 

 

Why do you want to be on the City Council?  I love Shakopee because it has the appeal of 
small town values and tradition combined with suburban convenience and access to the Twin Cities.  I 
believe I represent the lifestyle of a great number of new residents in the community and I want to bring that 
to City Council.  Many of us live in Shakopee and work elsewhere in the cities.  Some of us have children we 
are raising here, from newborns to high school age.  We are all looking to create a great life here by creating 
a great community.  It is important diverse perspectives are represented in the decision making process. 
 

Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 

keep them the same?  I would bring my perspective and critical eye to our city's budget.  It is 
important to look at current spending, understand why certain things were funded and at what point in time, 
and make tough decisions to continue spending, cut back on spending, or cut that program or initiative all 
together  We must keep our city's budget healthy by prioritizing the things that are most important. 
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Pamela Punt  (cont.) 
What would you do to improve public safety in our community?  Public safety is a 
priority.  The General Fund for Shakopee currently prioritizes our police and fire departments by giving them 
the most money in the budget.  On the City Council, I would work to make sure the money is being spent 
appropriately and hold the leaders of these departments accountable for upholding their responsibilites and 
spending money smartly and efficiently. 
 

 

 

 

Todd Schoenike  
Contact No:  952-233-8712       Age:   41 
Email:  toddschoenike@yahoo.com 
Family:  Married w/ 2 kids 
Education:  BA in History/Social Studies 
Work Experience:  22 years in the Mn. National Guard. Currently working on my teaching license 
at Augsburg College. 
 

Why do you want to be on the City Council?  I want to be on the City Council so I can help 
Shakopee grow as a city. I also want to make Shakopee a place where business and families want to grow 
with the community. A strong community is a strong city. 
 

Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 

keep them the same?  The first thing we need to do to create jobs and lower taxes is giving the 
budget a serious look. Overspending and wasteful spending are a good cause of increased taxation. In 
regards to jobs, a lower tax rate for small companies is needed. Small corporate taxes allow owners to hire 
people creating jobs. In today's world education is important to finding a good job. Building on a strong school 
system will allow students to grow in the community, and return to a job in the area. This completes the circle 
strenghing the community. 
 

What would you do to improve public safety in our community? To make our 
communities safer we need to have a solid connection between local law enforcement and fire officials. 
Community leaders and groups have to turn in law breakers, and not cater to them.Neighbors need to watch 
out for each other. We have a good department in Shakopee. As a city we need to stress more community 
activites, reflecting our diversity and culture but still maintaining a small city atmosphere. 
 

Jay Whiting  
Contact No: (952) 496-0950         Age:  44          
Email:  jaywhtng@aol.com 
Family:  Married to Melissa and I have 2 boys Jon age 23 and Jake age 21 
Education:  Graduated high school in Eden Prairie, MN and have completed many personal and 
proffesional classes and training 
Work Experience:  I have worked in the printing industry since I was 17 years old starting in the 
shop and moving up into a management role. 

 

Why do you want to be on the City Council?  I am a believer in getting involved. I have been 
on several commitees, commissions and boards. I have built a strong network of connections, that in my 
hopes can be brought together to help in "building community". I am a patient listener and am not afraid to 
ask for help with questions I don't have the answer to. My hope is to bring a fresh view and innovative ideas 
to the council. 
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Jay Whiting (cont.) 

Many people have lost their jobs.  What would you do to lower taxes or to 
keep them the same?  My family has also experienced the affects of the current economic downturn. 
We have been lucky to have handled the loss of jobs and lower income fairly well.  With the current budget 
shortfalls and promise of increasingly smaller revenue streams, the city council will need to look for new 
innovative ways of shrinking the budget, increasing the revenue and keeping city taxes low. Shakopee will 
need to build new partnerships to withstand the current economic cycle. 
 

What would you do to improve public safety in our community?  I think the best way 
to improve public safety is to support or local police and fire departments. I am also a supporter of promoting 
strong neighborhood groups. These groups can help their neighbors by things as simple as reaching out as 
friends, helping with projects or just by being aware of who their neighbors are. "Building Community" is the 
theme of my campaign, "building neighborhoods" is the starting point.   
 
 

School District Ballot Question 1 

Renewal of Portion of Expiring 

Referendum Revenue Authorization 

     Shall the increase in the revenue proposed by the board of Independent School  
 District No. 720 be approved? 
 
     By voting “YES” on this ballot question, you are voting to extend an existing property tax  
 referendum that is scheduled to expire.  

                                    ____YES                                                         _____NO 

 

Thanks also to the  Kids Voting Community Steering Committee Members 
 

    Paulette Rislund  Shakopee Public School 
    Lorri Helkamp   Kubes Realty 
    Jean Breeggemann  Ballard-Sunder Funeral Home 
    Mark Bury   Superior Endeavors Inc 
    Judy Cox (Advisory)  City of Shakopee 
    Bruce Doyle (Advisory) Shakopee Area Catholic Schools 
    Wendy Edberg   Coldwell Banker Burnet 
    Bob Greeley   Shakopee Lions 
    Michele Hanlon  Valleyfair 
    Jayne Kubler   Shakopee Public Schools 
    Cathi Rude 
    Gretchen Seifert  Minnesota School of Business 
    Pam Theis   Wells Fargo Bank 

    

Thank you to all the candidates for participating in this voter's guide. 


